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Rural Past Times 2026



Welcome to Rural Past Time 2026.
We try to provide an insight into the working world of farming and rural life 

through the ages, this includes country pursuits, crafts, and cottage industries, 
but also life outside of Farming. 

Last years show had a fantastic selection of Steam Engines, working horses, 
Cars and Tractors just to mention a few. We also had a vast selection of trade 
stands, collections and autojumbles for all to peruse. This year we have much 
more for your enjoyment, We planted around 1.5 acres of corn for cutting. 
Demonstrations of a Binder and Combining, then demonstrations of the 

Threshing Machine which separates the corn from the straw and is then left 
ready for Bailing. The ground can then be Ploughed and Cultivated by the 

working Horses and Tractors ready for re seeding for the next year. We also 
have a pair of very large Steam Ploughing Engines working over the weekend in 

the field. 
Our very own Hop garden that has been nurtured every day by a couple of 

dedicated comittee members, is very green and shows the hops growing up the 
strings at least 10'' to 12'', and a selection of Narrow Tractors that were built for 

working in hop gardens, orchards and vinyards. 
Make sure you stay around until the end of the show, as each day at 4.30pm as 
the working field will be a display of some Tanks and Army vehicles driving as if 

they are on a mission.
We have a very good selection of food outlets for everyone’s individual choice, 

find the catering tents opposite the beer tent. The beer tent is supplying 
refreshments all weekend, with a great sound of music from local Bands, 

musicians, dancers, and solo artists. 
Don’t miss bingo in the beer tent at 5pm this year! 

Our superb team is made up of volunteer committee members who give up 
their free time throughout the year and have worked very hard to put Rural Past 

Times 2026 on at our dedicated show ground, again they have been working 
tirelessly to bring it all together for this weekend. Any money raised will be 

given to charities chosen jointly by the committee, last year we managed to give 
£20,000.00 to a variety of charities listed in this programme.

If you would like to be part of our special team please speak to one of our 
members or go to the information tent and introduce yourself.

We hope that you enjoy the weekend as much as we do, and would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all the Rural Past Times Team, All Exhibitors, Sponsors, 
Traders, and Guests who attend this show as without your support we could not 

continue to demonstrate and teach the skills of rural times gone by. 
We also need to thank Jean and John for the use of showground field, Richard 
Benge for the camping field and Richard Cole from Culverwell’s for the loan of 

the Mules.
We hope to see you again next year 8th & 9th August 2027

Jonathan Playfoot
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(COMMENTATOR - BERNARD PIKE)

Rother Voluntary Action £1000
Blood Bikers (SERV) £1000
Hastings Lifeguards £1000
St Michaels Hospice £1000
St Wilfreds Hospice £1000
Pett Lifeboats £1000
Jack Jeffreys Superhero Trust £1000
Teenage Cancer Trust £1000
Beachy Head Chaplaincy £1000
Warming up the Homeless £1000
Brede Primary School £600
Catsfield Primary School £600 
Ivy Dementia Home £600
1066 Marshals £600
Rolvenden Cat Rescue £600
Sussex Prisoners Families £600
Facial Palsy £600
Farmers Mental Health RABI £600
Friends of Conquest £600
Hospice in the Weald £600
Elhers-Danlos Support UK £600
Aspens Autistic Charity £600
Friends Together in Rother £600
Crisp Packet Project £600
Ronald McDonald House Charity £600
Florence (Go Fund Me) £500
Large Breed Rescue £250
Spirits Rest, Horse and Animal Sanctuary £250



Show Chairman: Jonathan Playfoot
Vice Chairman: Trevor Charman

Secretary: Sarah Golding
Treasurer: Gill Akehurst

Social Media & Programme Design: Sophie Head
Site Coordinators/Maintenance: Trevor Charman, Jim Akehurst, Knapper, 

Michael Griffen & Mark Bridgland
Arena Marshall: Dave Burford & Graham McPherson

Commercials: Di Williams, Marian Kemp & Dave Akehurst
Tractors: Bob Davis

Construction: Jonathan Playfoot
Stationary Engines: Jack Hayler
Steam Engines: Austin Hawkins

Timber: Lou Matthews & Shaun Stocking
Horticulture: Steve Denness

Army & Military: Richard Waterhouse
Cars: Roger Gould, Nick Strickland & Taylor Jones

Motorcycles & Pedal Cycles: Roger Gould, Nick Strickland & Taylor Jones
Heavy Horses: Yvonne Playfoot

Trade Stands: Estelle Jones & Becky Mitchell
Show Exhibitors: Julia Fellows

Craft Tent: Judi Foster
Collections: Estelle Jones

Autojumble: George Timberley
Catering: Julia Fellows & Gemma Kneller

Arena Commentary: Bernard Pike
Tractor Ride Organiser: Barry Clarke

Car Park Marshalls: Ewhurst Green & Staplecross Bonfire Society



12.00pm Class 1. Puppy (3-18 months)
12.15pm Class 2 Adult (19 months-6 years)

12.30pm Class 3 Veteran (7 years+)
12.45pm Class 4 Rescue

1.00pm Class 5 Waggiest Tail
1.15pm Class 6 Handsome Dog
1.30pm Class 7 Prettiest Bitch

1.45pm Class 8 Short Coat
2.00pm Class 9 Long Coat

2.15pm Class 10 Judges Choice
2.30pm Class 11 Best In Show

By popular demand, our fun dog show is back again this year!
Booking in is from 11.00am, the dog show will then start at 12.00pm. 

Please see below for the classes this year...

Entry 
£2.50 a 

class

-Need to ask a question?
-Need help finding an area?
-Want to buy some merchandise?
-Head over to the information tent!
Check out the map and look out for the information banner!

DOGS TO BE KEPT ON LEADS AT ALL TIMES. PLEASE CLEAR UP AFTER YOUR DOG. NO BITCHES IN SEASON.

TROOPERS FUN DOG SHOW

Hidden around the show is a series of large letters, all you need to do is collect 
them all and unscramble to make a word. Head over to the information tent to 

recieve your prize! Good Luck!



Look out for the 'tractor stop' signs or see the map in the 
middle of the brochure.

Get a fantastic and relaxed view around the whole showground 
or simply catch a lift up back up to the car park.

Donations per ride.

Chas Williams Memorial Cup, Cyril Saunters Memorial Trophy' Best Original 
Tractor' and The Den Smith Trophy 'Best Fordson Tractor'are three very 
special cups we hand out every year. Chosen by their friends and family, 

could you be one of this years winner?
See below at some of our previous winners over the years...

Our very own Thomas the Tank Engine kids 
ride is back by popular demand. 

You can find Thomas in his own track over by 
the stationary engines all weekend.

Don't forget!





Exhibitors receive a reusable pint cup to use in the beer tent and take 
home. A special thanks to our six sponsors this year...

Our popular Silent Auction is back for another year and has a wonderful array 
of prizes just waiting to be bid on! See below for some of the businesses who 

have kindly donated prizes...

















Started in 2023, we started a 'Best In Class' programme. 
We ask local businesses to sponsor a range of classes, they attend the show 

and choose their winner. On Sunday afternoon the sponsor presents an 
engraved tankard to their chosen winner. Check our social media accounts 

after the show for pictures and winner details! See below for the 2026 
sponsors...

Last year, we held a very popular road run for Tractors, Cars, Lorries and 
Motorbikes with a money giving presentation to follow in the Autumn. 

We went on a fantastic run and returned back to base where we invited 
some of the charities who we donated too. We met and heard from some 

amazing people who know first hand how much the money will help. 
We will be doing the same this year and we've already got the date...

KEEP SATURDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2026 FREE!







TR Autos And 
Recovery have been 
providing the finest  
automobile service 
since 2019. We’re 

more than happy to 
work with any make 
and model vehicle. 

Covering Battle and 
surrounding areas in 

East Sussex







-FREE PARKING

-SNOOKER

-DARTS

-SHOVE PENNY

-COMPETITIVE  
  BAR

-OUTSIDE        
 SEATING

-SPORTS TV
mountfieldclub@outlook.com

Church Road, Mountfield, 
TN32 5JU





   Adam Dellow         Massey Ferguson 35                 Q983 AFG                  1960







 Yvonne Playfoot          Muir Hill 101                                                       1971









Thank you to Dave & Ian 
from High Weald Show

Thank you to Nigel and wendy froggatt for 
keeping us all going on set up!



We are excited to have some european grass track bikes at the show this year. 
Head along to the old camping field and check out our collection.

One of Richard Webb (driver) and Antony Goodwin (passenger ) on the 500cc 
European sidecar (yellow and blue race suits).

The other Terry Saunters (driver) Liam Brown (passenger) on the 1000cc 
right hand sidecar. (White and blue suits).

 



SAVE THE 
DATE 

7TH & 8TH 
AUGUST 2027

SEDLESCOMBE 
PRE SCHOOL

Providing 
brilliant care for 

children aged 
2-5 years.

Open 5 days a 
week, 8.30-

3pm
ALL funding 

accepted. 
Find us on 
Facebook

STAPLECROSS 
PRE SCHOOL

Providing excellent care 
for children aged 2-5 

years.
Open 5 days a week 

8.30-3.30pm
Wrap around care also 

available. 
ALL funding accepted. 

Holiday clubs also 
available.

Find us on Facebook

Call Lauren on 07577644179



We are very excited to have a pair of steam ploughing engines attend the show 
this year as our special guest! Find them in the ploughing field all weekend. 

Read below for the history of these amazing machines.
Before the arrival of the modern tractor, steam power transformed farming 
across Britain. Steam ploughing engines were among the most impressive 
agricultural machines ever built, combining immense power with ingenious 

engineering to cultivate land that horses alone could never manage efficiently.
Unlike a traction engine that pulled implements directly behind it, steam 
ploughing was usually carried out using two engines working as a team. 
Positioned on opposite sides of a field, each engine operated a powerful 

winding drum. A steel cable ran between them, attached to a balance plough or 
cultivator. The engines alternately wound in and paid out the cable, pulling the 
implement across the field one way, then back again. This method provided 
excellent traction, avoided compacting the freshly worked soil, and allowed 

heavy clay land to be cultivated even in difficult conditions.
The photographs show the remarkable scale and elegance of these machines. 
Their large spoked wheels, towering chimneys, exposed gearing, and polished 
flywheels were all designed for reliability and power. Skilled engine drivers and 

steersmen worked together to keep the engines in perfect synchronisation, 
ensuring smooth operation throughout the day.



Steam ploughing reached its peak during the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. Manufacturers such as Fowler, Aveling & Porter, Burrell 

and Marshall produced engines that became the backbone of many 
agricultural contracting businesses. A contractor could travel from farm to 

farm with a pair of engines and plough hundreds of acres during the season, 
bringing mechanical power to areas where few farms could afford their own 

equipment.
Although internal combustion tractors eventually replaced steam in the 1920s 

and 1930s, steam ploughing engines remain icons of Britain’s engineering 
heritage. Today, dedicated enthusiasts carefully restore and preserve these 
magnificent machines, allowing new generations to experience the sight, 

sound and smell of working steam. Watching a pair of steam plough engines 
working together is a reminder of an era when craftsmanship, teamwork, and 

engineering ingenuity transformed agriculture.

The images beautifully capture this contrast between past and present—
historic steam machinery working the land while modern agricultural 

structures stand in the background. It is a fitting reminder that although 
farming technology continues to evolve, the pioneering achievements of the 

steam age laid the foundations for the mechanised agriculture we know today.







D27        Roger Pearson            Wolseley WD 8 1950, Engine running air pump



A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO 
EWHURST & STAPLECROSS 
BONFIRE SOCIETY WHO 

SUPPORT US YEAR AFTER YEAR 
WITH BEING OUR CAR PARK 
MARSHALLS THIS WEEKEND. 









All aspects of fencing 
and tree work

     Beckley, East Sussex and 
surrounding areas

hello@barnseasonedlogs.co.uk

07850134127

SOLOMON 
MITCHELL



SAVE THE DATE!
Rural Past Times
7th & 8th August 

2027







Don't miss the military vehicles 
and tanks driving around our 

ploughing field at 4.30pm 
Saturday and Sunday!
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-Machine Operator
-Ground works
-Landscaping
-Foundations
-Drainage
-Driveways
-No job to big or small

Find me on Facebook!























Martin Cornwall
Martin Cleverly
Alan Welch
Dave Selmes
Tom Fairbrother
Tony Johnston
Bill Bridges
Levi
Tony Vater



The Fellows family will be demonstrating the history 
of harvesting up until wartime. There will be 2 

displays a day, check out the blackboard for times.
You will see the family working with sickle, scythe, 
binder & thresher using war time machinery. Not 

too be missed!



William Foster Lincoln 1943 Threshing machine with self feeder 
Massey Harris Sunshine Binder 

Massey Harris 744D 1954 
Massey Harris Sunshine 744 D 1950

Massey Harris 55 1947
Massey Harris 44 1952
Massey Harris 30 1949

Massey Harris 20 1946 
Massey Harris Pony 1952 

Massey Harris 20/30 1929 
Massey Ferguson 175 1966
Massey Ferguson 148 1974 
Massey Ferguson 20 1973

Massey Ferguson 2135 with duple cab 1967
Ferguson TEF20 1956 

Ferguson FE35 1957
Ford Feguson 2NAN 1943 

Massey Ferguson 8 Executive 
Massey Ferguson 14 

Massey Ferguson 35x 1962 
Massey Ferguson 735 Combine
















